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to end. War’? 


a. ay 
1 F I am right in thinking that 
(4 the Editor’s reason for occa- 
nally calling upon different 
fople to write this commentary 
that he likes it to have the 


wwe} tcliness of a round-table dis- 
th’ W288sion in which divergent opin- 
e bu 

the ins may be expressed, I need 
nave! 7 Ht be too apologetic for joining 
f oy Sue with Maurice Cranston for 
nou Omething. he said here last 


(POrted to have described as a war 
© €nd war, (incidentally, the second 
max to end war within Lord. Russell's 
id my own adult life), Mr. Crans- 
Mn wrote: 

The people of the western world could 
St be driven into a preventive war against 
Ussia. Several more years of Russian 
TOvocation are needed for this. . . . The 
meer will come in upwards of five years’ 

e,” 


sl disagree with every explicit and 
Mplicit thought of that passage. 


h.: 

Driven or led? 

; VE might argue endlessly 

| whethef certain things now 
thebening here and elsewhere justify 

8) term “driving” people, or 


COMMENTARY 
by e 
ROY SHERWOOD 


fle | 
ie 


ons" 


ig € public gently towards the light, 
de® 7 0 the way in which the. Americans 
am! Pan now be se@n to have been led by 


Beoident Roosevelt (vide Harry 
pOpkins’ Papers recently published) 
Pati patil they found themselves within 
su Ile more than two years facing in 
th Whe direction opposite to that which 
mey had for almost twenty years 
# \cclared to be their unalterable aim. 
a oever won that argument, the re- 

Pyet would alter neither facts nor 
ris jel consequences. Driven or led, 
BI ‘fhe bulk of the’people of the western 
Orld, I feel certain, will be men- 
hy and emotionally ready for the 
“ext war long before five years are 
Past, unless something very drastic 


a 


ae 
Ee Md totally unforeseeable happens. 
Wal Bertrand Russell and John 
AP Middieton Murry can transmute their 
p tule, well-considered pacifisrm into 
in Mc opinions they now hold, and 
th of aurice Cranston, who is still a paci- 
’ #e can speak of Russian proven 
Wrens as a thing to be taken for 
Sfanted, it seems sheer madness to 
to look upon the vast bulk of the 
Sople of Britain and America, . who 
Wave never yet seen salvation in paci- 
Sm, as an enduring obstacle against 
& ““nreventive”” war—all the more 
” Since they are also not so hope- 
Gly stupid as to fail to see the 
; i oterence between atomic bombs on 
ow hae side and atomic bombs on both 
Bes, 


: \ 
Pofety in numbers 
a | fo me, the cause of peace, as far 


a as fundamentals are concerned, 
ace Mould seem a good deal less unsate 
ag J) wpsvetvbody had atomic bombs than 
ell ie one side only has them. If that 
| mt is to be argued, I shall call one 
a avivor from Hiroshima’ and one 

4} Mot Nagasaki to present my - case. 
-~ #.,Yoluntarily, I am reminded of that 
celessly inept remark put into 
apsident Roosevelt’s mouth in the 
“tem Bomb film shown some time 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Sir- John Boyd Orr and 3 M.P.s 
support UNO’s door-step-citizen 


WORLD GOVERNMENT RALLY 
ASKS UNO’s SUPPORT) 7% 


DESPITE the threatened return of one of London’s worst fogs, more 
than 2,000 people risked being stranded in Westminster in order to 


hear Sir John 


Boyd Orr and other speakers at the Mass Meeting on 


World Government at Central Hall Jast Monday. 
By ‘actlamation they endorsed a message which was to be sent to Gary 
Davis, World Citizen No. 1, supporting his call to the United Nations 
Assembly to extend the present session and spend at least one day in 


discussing World Government. 

Wing-Umdr.’ Millington, M.P., after 
reading the text of Gary Davis's 
UNO protest, told the meeting that 
the World’s first citizen had been 
adopted by the French Movement for 
World Federal Government and that 
the movement’s leaders. were inter- 
viewing Dr. Evatt to press Garry 
Davis’s demands. 

The Chairman, Rt. Hon. Clement 
Davies, Leader of the Liberal Party, 


| introduced the first speaker, Sir John 


Boyd Orr, and referred to him as one 
who had.earned the respect of all the 
peovles and of ‘all the governments 
of the world. 


TROUBLOUS TIME 


Sir John spoke of the troublous 
‘times in which people were now liv- 
ing, worsened by propaganda 
creating war hysteria, and repeated 
many of the warnings given to the 
world in his broadeast last July, add- 
ing to his own words those of General 
Eisenhower that there would be 
neither victor nor vanquished after a 
third world war. 

“Any person advocating war as a 
solution to our difficulties is qa homi- 
eidal maniac,” Sir John declared, 
adding that UNO, representing the 
first stand of a blindly struggling 
humanity, had achieved some solid 
results through such functional or- 
ganisations as the FAO and _ the 
World Health Organisation, bodies on 
which capitalists and Communists 
had found a common bond in minis- 
tering to the needs of humanity. 

“Give us twenty-five years of 
guaranteed peace and freedom from 
war and we could end the present 
differences which divide the world,’ 
said Sir John. He believed capital- 
ism would be transformed from with- 
in and adjust itself, _ meanwhile 
critics of the Soviet Union should re- 


Documentary Films 


INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGE PLAN 


ANDREW BUCHANAN the film 
+” producer,.whose name is particu- 
larly associated with documentary 
and religious films addressed the 
National Peace Council’s lunch-hour 
meeting on Wednesday last. 

Not generally known was the infor- 
mation he gave of two film confer- 
ences which were organised and took 
place during the war years. They: 
were attended by leading representa- 
tives of all allied countries, their ob- 
ject being to discover how films could 
best contribute to peace. 

It was hove to establish an inter- 
national groun to receive film mate- 
rid] from all countries, shape it, and 
release it again, thus maintaining a 
ceaseless output. The scheme would 
be worked so that :while a Spanish 
film would be showing in Copenhagen, 
a Danish film would at the same time 
be viewed’ by the people of Madrid. 
These films would be of a religious 
nature and entirely authentic. _ 

Although government stipulations 
still prevented this scheme coming 
into force, a unanimous agreement 
had been reached to release material 
and give it to a central organisation. 


member that the “ Police State,” had 
been a part of Russia’s background 
for hundreds of years, not for the 
past century only. *- 

The British people should not be 
self-righteous in their criticism of 
the ‘Soviet Union, it was only a little 
more than 120 years ago that the 
Government of the day repealed a 
law inflicting hanging on the pioneers 
of our Trade Unions. . 

“T suggest,” said Sir John, “that 
the USSR be commended for what 
she has done in the war to help us.” 
Britain should show her gratitude to 
the Russians for the supplies of 
grain which had been sent to this 
country and for the way in which she 
was co-operating with the World 
Health Organisation, placing at its 
disposal all the latest Russian dis- 
coveries in the field of medicine. 


END WAR TALK 


Sir John again called on the people 
to “hustle their governments,” to tell 
them to get away from politics and 
down to the urgent tasks of pro- 
viding for the needs of the people. 
Unless the peonle shouldered this re- 
sponsibility they would be deserving 
the fate which awaited them. “This 


“great event, this building of a world 


of peace calls for the support of all 
people. Let there be a little less talk 
of the fear of war and there will be 
no war,” Sir John prophesied. 

Lady Parmoor, Vice-President of 
the National Peace Council and Hon. 
Treasurer of the Friends’ Péace Com- 
mittee followed Sir John after a 
brief interlude consisting of a film 
illustrating the work of the U.N., and 
a recording of a speech by Professor 
Sir Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan. 

Our museums, Lady Parmoor 
pointed out, were full of warnings of 
the fate which awaited man if he 
failed to give up the belief that sur- 
vival depended upon the acquisition of 
overwhelming force. 

Large prehistoric animals which no 
other creatures could overcome had 
disappeared but tiny creatures which 
banded themselves into tribes and’ 
colonies survived. The nations were 
today at a2 moment in history when 


.their survival was at stake, either 


to unite or verish through putting 
their trust in armed might. 


PENN’S EXAMPLE 


Recalling William Penn’s_ treat- 
ment of the Red Indians and his de- 
claration that all mankind was one 
body, Lady Parmoor stated her be- 
lief—-which was loudly aplauded— 
that “we shall.never get lasting 
peace in this world until’ we get this 
membership of one with another into 
international relations. Only e 
spirit can win.” 

Sir ‘Adrian Boult called on those 
present to realise that upon them 
rested the responsibility for further- 
ing the cause of World Government. 
In his younger days there had been 'a 
vast number of trustworthy great 
men in whom the electorate had a 
measure of confidence and left to 
carry on the work of governing 
their country. Today, there were 
very few great men, Sir John Boyd 
Orr was one of them, who could be 
entrusted with great responsibility 
and great power. Government was 


Toward World 
Citizenship 


If we claim to be civilised, if 
we love justice, if we cherish 
mercy, if we are not ashamed to 
own the reality of the inward 
light, we must affirm that we are 
first.and foremost citizens of the 
World. We must launch a co- 
operative crusade for the estab- 
lishment of World Government 
with all that ié implies for the de- 
limitation .of armed forces im 
nations to the extent necessary 
for.police purposes. The hour of 
decision has come. It is either a 
world government or a devasta- 
ting atomic war. 


—From Sir Sarvapalli Radhak- 
rishnan’s recorded speech at 
Central Hall. 


* 


The following messages were received 
from supporters ;unable to attend the 
meeting: 

LORD BEVERIDGE: “I believe that 
the Crusade is the movement which has 
the best practical plan for bringing 
World Government at the early date at 
which it is needed in order to save us 
from another world war. Therefore my 
own practical efforts are devoted to sup- 
porting that movement without discourag- 
ing other movements.” 

VERA BRITTAIN: “TI send every good 
wish for the success of the meeting.” 

LORD DARNLEY: “ The future peace 
of the world is dependent ‘on the content 
of the millions of individual units’ and 
should such contentment ‘be established 
there would be no room for and no use 
for the people who disturbed world peace 
now and in the past.” 

LORD DARWEN: “ Unless this great 
conception of world unity and world co- 
operation can be realised in the next few 
years, me, oe ip seneer of another world 
war which might quite conceivably d 
Western Civilisation.” % ei 

DR. ALEX WOOD: “fT shall be glad if 
you have an opportunity to convey to the 
meeting My good wishes, not only for the 
meeting itself but for the policy of Sir 
John Boyd Orr.” e 


* 


The Central Hall meeting was 
sponsored by Federal Union, The: 
National Peace Council and the 
World Citizenship Movement. It 
was organised by the Crusade for 
World Government, 44, Blooms- 
bury Street, W.C.1., and received 
the support of the Peace Pledge 
Union, The Friends’ Peace Com- 
mittee, The Women's Interna- 
tional League und several other 
bodies. 

* , 


A Mass Meeting on World Government 
was held in Stockholm at the same time 
as the Central Hall meeting in London. 


* 


eS 8s, 4d. ms poised a 
ponse to an appeal made b ‘ing- 
Cmdr. Millington, : First 
large sum handed up to the plat- 
form was £25 from a citizen of 
Pakistan, two similar sums came 
from citizens of South Africa 
and the State of Israel. 


on a much broader base today, on the 
shoulders of the people. 

Henry Usborne, M.P., the Hon. 
Secretary of the ‘National Council of 
the Crusade for World, Government, 
after outlining the methods by which 
the movement hoped to elect a con- 
stituent assembly in 1950, said that 


he hoped it might meet in New Delhi. 


instead of Geneva. 


FOOTNOTE: Sir John Boyd Orr 
will provide the scientific advice and 
narration for the “Focus on Food”’ 
feature in the BBC's Light Pro- 
gramme on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 8.80 
p.m. The programme will set out 
some of the world’s food problems and 
suggest some of the answers to them. 
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PIS-ALLER 


HE USSR will have nothing 
to do with the “ world ” 
movement for World Federal 
Government. The reason for 
this was stated, clearly and unequivo- 
cally; in the letter-sent by four Soviet 
scientists to Prof. Einstein last year. 
According to these spokesmen (who 
show themselves no freer from politi- 
cal dogmatism than the scientists of 
other countries), any World Federal 
Government elected in the present 
state of society would inevitably be 
dominated by capitalist-imperialist 
interests. 


“At present the greater part of the 
human race still lives in colonial or 
dependent countries where the 
governors, troops and  financial- 
industrial. monopolies of a few 
imperialistic powers are bosses. 
‘Popular .vote’ in such countries 
would amount to appointment of 
delegates by colonial administrators 
or by military authorities. . -. 


“All this shows what ‘popular 
election’ to the world Parliament 
proposed by HLinstein would look like 
under existing conditions of the 
capitalist world. Its composition 
would not be any better than the 
present composition of the General 
Assembly. It would be a crooked 
mirror of the true mind of the masses 
of the people... . 


“As is known, the American dele- 
gation in the General Assembly of 
the United Nations and in various 
committees is widely using the 
notorious voting machine, taking ad- 
vantage of the fact that the vast 
majority of members of the United 
Nations are in a dependent position 
regarding the United States and are 
forced to adopt their foreign policy 
to the demands of Washington. 
Thus, for imstance, a number of 
countries of Latin America with 
monoculture agriculture are in a 
state of servile dependence on Ameri- 
can monopolies which are fixing 
prices for their produce. No won- 
der that. under pressure from the 
‘American delegation in the General 
Assembly there is created a mechani- 
cal majority which vote on order 
from their real bosses... . 


“ Hinsten® project would actually 
lead to the same results and thus 
not only would not help to secure 
stable peace and international col- 
laboration but would serve only as 
a cover fora drive against peoples 
who have created a system which 
does not permit foreign capital to 
draw its usual profits.” 


It is absolutely clear from this docu- 
ment, echoed as it was by Vyshinsky 
himself in his speech to the Assembly 
on Noy. 24, that the idea of World 
Government, as advanced by Federal 
Hninnists in the West challenges one 
of the fundamental— and by no means 
the least intelligent—postulates of 
Marxism. \ 


There are, therefore, only two con- 
ditions upon which the movement for 
World Government can succeed. The 
first is a miraculous conversion of 
the Soviet: leaders from Marxism to 
bourgeois Liberalism; the second .a 
transference of the majority of the 
earth’s inhabitants to the Soviet 
sphere of influence. Should China 
and Jndia go Communist, and a 
majority of Communist deputies to 
the World Parliament be thereby as- 
sured. the Politbureau would unques- 
tionablv heeome the: foremost cham- 
nion of Federal Union. — But would 
Feders1 Unionists in the West remain 
as enthusiastic as they are now? 


If so, they should seriously ask 
themselves whether the most useful 
thine they can do is not to join the 
Communist Party forthwith. If not, 
they should dissociate thmselves from 
Prof. Finstein’s statement that “All 
the controversies and differences of 
npinion which we have touched upon 
im our ctrange exchange of letters are 
insignificant petiinesses compared to 
the danger in which we all find our- 
selves ’—from war. 


So es eee ee ee 


HE British monarchy is the 

best. lightning - conductor 
ever devised. Much of the hero- 
worship and craving for splen- 
dour that might otherwise be 
used to inflate the prestige of a 
political Leader, is harmlessly 
diverted on to the Royal Family. 
King George is more than a 
symbol of the Commonwealth’s 
unity, he is one of the safe- 
guard’s of its democracy. 
_ There is no doubt that the cancel- 
ling of his visit to Australia and New 
Zealand will be genuinely regretted 
in these’ Dominions; and the fact 
makes me wonder again why there 
should be no middle-way between an 
exhausting State Tour and peaceful 
residence at Buckingham Palace. 

Ottawa and Cape Town are hardly 

more distant from London today than 
Balmoral was in Queen Victoria’s 
reign. Why should the King not be 
furnished with a permanent residence 
in éach of the Commonwealth capitals, 
where he might spend a few weeks 
every year? Such a change would 
effectively symbolise the new status 
of the Dominions, which are no longer 
in any sense subject to London, and 
for some of which Great Britain is 
not even the “ mother-country.” 


* 


OME interesting reflections on 
Juvenile Delinquency were pro- 
voked in the House of Lords on Nov. 
23, when the Home Secretary invited 
certain peers to discuss the question 
with him. While nobody was indis- 
ereet enough to suggest that a rise 
of 80 per cent. over even the 1947 
figures for crime among youths under 
17 had any connection with war-time 
conditions, there was no want of 
speculation as to other causes and 
possible remedies. 

Lord Reading, for instance, gave 
vent to the profound observation that 
“the real cure lay in a heightening 
of the moral standards of the coun- 
try’: in other words, that crimes 
would cease when men refused to 
commit them. He thought, on the 
other hand, that crimes might also 
cease when there were fewer crimes 
to be committed: “ respect for the law 
might be restored by a drastic enquiry 
into statutory orders, restrictions and 
controls.” 

No doubt there is something in this. 


All is prist.... 


A needless multiplication of laws does 
bring the Law itself into disrepute. 
But are ‘we to infer that Juvenile 
Delinquency commonly takes the form 
of playing barrel-organs without a 
licence, or feloniously and maliciously 
leaving the suppressor off the vacuum- 
cleaner? Or has the precocious youth 
of today a propensity for throwing 
bottle-parties, rather than bottles? 


* 


"THE Archbishop of York,-at any 

_ rate, seemed to feel that some- 
thing more than a “set the people 
free” campaign was indicated. While 
agreeing with Lord Reading in prin- 
ciple, indeed, he was clearly not averse 
to invoking the aid of the State him- 
self, in practice. Was it fantastic, he 
asked, to suggest that the State should 
launch a “drive for honesty and 
truthfulness, with the co-operation. of 
the Press, the cinema, the wireless, 


the skilful artist and _ others” 
(‘others” including, perhaps, the 
clergy)? 


Fantastic or not, the thought of 
politicians and Pressmen uniting in a 
drive for honesty and truthfulness is 
certainly a fascinating one. The 
principle might be more widely ap- 
plied. What about a Temperance 
Crusade initiated by the Brewers’ 
Association, for example, or an all-out 
campaign against Patent Medicines 
by Kemsley Newspapers? The 
Christian World (Nov. 11) has al- 
ready cottoned on to the idea of ending 
the evil of conscription by intensified 
propaganda for the Regular Army. 
The possibilities seem almost un- 
limited. 


* 


HAVING served an apprenticeship 
at Dothestaff Hall myself, I have 
acquired a deep-seated suspicion of all 
schools advertising’ themselves as’ 
“ progressive.” . Nevertheless, it is 
hard to resist a delighted chuckle— 
which must have been echoed by 
schoolboys throughout the country— 
over last week’s exploit at Horsley 
Hall, Staffs, where Mr. Erie Wildman, 
President of the Sotiety for the Re- 
tention of Corporal Punishment (and 
himself, oddly enough, a cane dealer) 
received six of the best from the 
pupils he had been invited to address. 
The only time I met 28-year-old, 
red-bearded Mr. Robert Copping, 
Headmaster of Horsley Hall, I felt 
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Hii all 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
J) ECEMBER is notoriously a thit 
month for subscriptions to any 
Fund. We all have to spend out 
money on Christmas nresents. ut 
what about a present to Peace News 
this year? 4 
One PPU sponsor has already given 
us £10 this week. We don’t expect 
that much from everybody. But WS 1) 
over £20-worth, of smaller gifts would A 
bring the grand total for the year UP |W 


to £700—and it really would be * | hj 
grand total. a Be 
; { 
Can we make it? : 
1 4 THE EDITOR. go 
Contributions since Nov. 19: £17 17s. 100 [Beg 
Total for 1948: £677-4s. 8d. tio 
Please make cheques, ete., payable to Per I 
News Ltd., and address them to © Ws 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Far | Mic 
N.4. | Pal 
Sen 
a re ee eel (ae 
sure we should quarrel about the fitt uaa 
principles of education. His remark ) 
to an Evening Standard reporter, tha ire a 


this exploit bore witness to the fact to 
that his boys “ behave in a more Te5)) Wis 
ponsible fashion than others,” vi | i 
firms me in that supposition: But ey V by 
does go to show that pacifists cane i 
justly be charged with instilling He? vi Dt 


own prejudices into the young. ac’ 
I th 
the 
* | Sui 
T HAVE treasured for years the ba a 
letter I once received from : He 
gentleman in Belfast, who sign’: | b un 
himself “Timur the Tartar.” ‘i aD 
was in 1940, just after a heavy 2% | So 
raid on the coastal village wheré | Re 
worked as a ditcher. Such people a | te 
I, the Tartar expostulated, ought 4 imo 
be ashamed of ouirselves, sitting Dal’ | Se 
there in our éasy chairs while Mu: 
brave boys out at the front, ett. elt IS 
Now that 1 am accustomed 10 ™ A 
‘ceiving letters from Peace New | Bar 
readers, all this seems rather mildr | Or 
and I was coming to the cheerful ox | ask 
clusion that I had grown quite pra, | Mer 
against insults. But, alas, the M@y | ‘am 
unkindest cut of all was still in sto spo: 
Yesterday I was travelling in ie | et, 


tube opposite a lady with a trou || 
some small boy. She had tried im bi thay, 


manner of ways to’ subdue 7) jn. 
curiosity and\ excitement when, seem ne) 
ingly, an inspiration occurred to her oe 


“ Tf you( don’t stop,” I heard her whe” 
per hoarsely, “ I’ll send you away Wi |) Jo 
that’) man! ”——And the child stopped: way 


Phe Mille 


Gas chambers questioned 


AN acquaintance of mine who seems 
*™ to have had more opportunity 
than many for first-hand observation, 
is very positive that the statement 
that several million Jews were put to 
death in German concentration camps, 
is a gross exaggeration. The actual 
number of Jews who, in his opinion, 
perished from all causes in the camps, 
is in the region of 300,000, and ‘the 
number of persons of all nationalities 
and ‘descriptions in the region of one 
and a half million. 

Is there any evidence from a really 
reliable source in favour of the higher 
figure, or is it another example of 
war propaganda exaggeration? 

My informant is also very positive 
that no really reliable evidence has 
ever been produced that the inmates 
of concentration camps were put to 
death in gas chambers. The only 
photograph of an alleged gas chamber 
which he saw produced at a war 
erimina] trial, was obviously one of a 
shower-bath. While he said that in 
some cases brutal camp officials. both 
on the German and on the Allied 
sides, bullied the inmates’ of concen- 
tration camps by making them stand 
under ice-cold water, he says there is 
no reliable evidence whatever that the 
shower-baths were, as has sometimes 
been ‘claimed, converted to use as gas 
chambers. 

I seem to have some recollection 
that reliable pacifist or ather relief 
workers claim actuallv to have seen 
the gas chambers, and Fshould he very 
interested if any of them could con- 
firm this-and positively declare that 
there was no possibility of error with 
regard to the actual use of gas. 

BEDFORD. 


Grawholt, 
Bletchley, 


Earl Russell and pacifism 


APROPOS of the description in last 
week’s Commentarv: of Mar! Rus- 
sell ag a former “ pacifist.” it may 


Woburn," 
Bucks. 


‘Huxley’s remark—“ There is no such 


be of interest to note-that in fact he 


never was. 

He strongly opposed the “ First war 
to end war,” was for some tinie chair- 
man of the No-conseription Fellow- 
shin and was imprisoned for his 
“ seditious” writings on our behalt. 
But throughout that period he made 
it quite clear that he did not endorse. 


LETTERS 


the full pacifist creed but could con- 
ceive of certain kinds of Just War 
which he would support. Before the 
Communist Menace arose Hitler had 
already provided him with an occa- 
sion for using the loophole which he 
always left wide open. 

I thought this worth mentioning 
for its bearing on your recent _obser- 
vations on “ Near-Pacifism.”, Russeli 
is just another example of Aldous 


thing as a 99 per cent. pacifist.” 
B. J. BOOTHROYD. 
51B Firle, Lewes, ° ‘ 
Sussex. 3 
(Facets: Earl Russell was formerly 
a Snonsor of the Peace Pledge Union 
and signed the Pledge. 


In a letter to The Times (Nov. 30). 
Bertrand Russell denies having urged 
immediate war with Russia. His ad- 
dress at Westminster School, he says, 
has been widely misrenresented in the 
Press. What he really said was that 
“the democracies should be prepared 
to use force if necessary, and that 
their readiness to do so should be 
made perfectly clear to Russia.” Ed.). 


Gallup polls: useful 


WEFAURICE CRANSTON (PN Nov. 
+"* — 18). wonld like to see the Gal- 
lun; ‘Poll finally discredited. Why? 

Presumably (he infers) because: 
1. It slipped up badly on the-forecast of the 


recent American election, and is therefor? | 

irresponsible, and invariably inaccurat® / j 
2. He does not like some of its “' findin8® | 

(Nor do I) a 
3. Gallup's “agents” are not disintereste™ 

It would be unprofitable here, } 
discuss these points specifically, 7) 
they do not affect the principal # G 
an efficient method of gauging pul 
opinidn can be a valuable asset 
democratic society. 


The question, then, centres rout 
the efficiency or otherwise of * 
Gallup’s methods, and how his & 
quiries’ results are presented. Maur! 
Cranston destructively emphasises | 
potentially useful instrument's dat 
gers and’ one of its outstand i 
failures; rather than impartial! 
(and hence constructively) consid@ 
ing its need combined with the way 
and means for its improvement. 

_S. J. HAYWARD: 
Leighterton. 
Tetbury, Glos. 
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| Give your friends a | 
Christmas Present! = 


Subscription to a aa 
PEACE NEWS ™ 
Good for Them—Good for Us! [0 b 


For 3/6 reduced rate we will send chret 
months’ supply, commencing with ey | 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS NUMBER — 3°) || 
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Ketter from Bengal 


WHY INDIA LOOKS TO RUSSIA 


i From a member of the Friends Service Unit in , he» Dominions off 
a Calcutta. te INDIA 
WT the moment, I’m working on the refugee oe and. 
be # | em Problem in West Bengal. About 500,000} PAKISTAN. 
"Hindus have come from East Pakistan (East 
| Bengal) since last summer, and are now living in Y 
‘OR | £overnment camps (the actual number of refu- 
. 08 | Bees is much larger, I give only the camp popula- | ffl 
Peace | tion) = aaa i 
, the | _ The reasons given for this influx are, first, the econo- asta 
; Rd | MMe difficulties and near-famine conditions in East * “ 
Pakistan. Secondly, the anti-Hindu activities of Muslims 
es, Mt Pakistan. 
> The first factor is measurable. Riee has reached 
first "4precedentedly high prices in East Bengal, and the SA SU ag 
i ; ae structure of this province of Pakistan is very of 
aky. > e@ 
fack "The second factor is hard to measure. The Hindus, 
res" 0 the whole, belonged to the wealthier classes in East 
con® €neal, and ill-feling against them would be exacerbated 
ut it \ *Y economic difficulties. Moreover, there is a good deal 
ymnob | Of plain hooliganism in both East and West Bengal, which 
thelr | fovernments seem powerless to control completely. 
‘| S0cal officials, too, are not well under the grip of a strong Miles 
| “tministration, so that in practice they can do much as]? : 
| acy like. Stories I have heard of communally-minded 
| Me ivisional Officers making the lives of Hindus a The map above shows the division of the former Province of 
the i WSery sound only too plausible. Bengal into East Pakistan (East Bengal) and West Bengal. 
m ® | On the other han know several ‘ F yo 
ened indus 18 eA nae lene quite Almost all the refugees said they British Press said about Hyderabad. 
qnar | Bapnily in East Bengal. So the had come because the honour otf “But Churchill and the Press 
ait: | Stories one hears of deliberate, whole- their wives. was threatened, or be- aren’t the entire English péople,” ! 
ve } | Sale persecution of Hindus by the cause Muslims slaughtered cows out- protested; “You talk as if Churchill 
le 8& |) Hast Bengal Government just are not Side their houses. They also teok up was still Prime. Minister.” ~ know 
nt 10 we. The truth of the matter would eagerly Sardar Patel’s Churchillian that Winston thinks he is, but its 4 
pack | Sem to be that economic difficulties, suggestion that, as Hast Pakistan bit disturbing when one finds him 
the ‘Plus a good deal of panic have led to had driven the refugees out, they taking other people in as well. 
elitr | ais large-scale exodus. ought to cede territory to®settle them The FSU is considering taking up 
tf !2'An Indian Unit member, Jibon °* . - work in East Pakistan, perhans at 
SEEM crice, has conducted me round one Once, when I objected to this, the helping set up minority wards tone 
nilds % two of the RAR, | Nici taal secretary of the refugee’s committee vestigate charges brought agains 
con f8ked by the W PiBengalt Cover 2° the camp said: “Oh, of course, local officials, and so on. However, 
00! | Thent t y ce es ain M0 fhe yowre English, and all English that is very much in the air. 
most tam o Pawn on lee wiostOrets ca ne people are brought up to think that One gets a different perspective on 
pore! abo nr ie bili es en “c Poa 10NS the Hindus are their enemies, and the the American-Russian business here. 
met rehabilitation. Conditions: 1m \xfuslims are their friends.” Somehow thines seem less hectic. 
, the i ist camps are not too BS “JT don’t think so,” I replied, “the | Phere’s a good deal of feeling for 
able; | aa former 1U.S, Bee ey ee only Indians the schoolbooks teach us .both America and Russia in India. 
n By jipeod transatlantic comforts! ere to admire are Sikhs and Gurkhas; Britain, however, still tends to be the 
hee | we been no major epidemics, and no hecause they're good fighters.” This villain of the piece. 
een | Moodshed. caused some amusement. ~ Sympathy for Russia comes not out of 
het, | = a But the secretary went on: “ Pakis- sympathy for Communism—though 
i JOH | tan was made by pagan ce san ee there is plenty of Syrgpalty Hi that 
wi ¥ at what Churchill and ‘the entire jin Bengal. It comes because Russia 
cd || “OHN VINCENT asks— | 


efor? Ee is not altogether fantastic 
ate» | § to draw comparisons be-* 
- Ween the press gang, and 
sted | tecent. National Service Acts. 
>, a /Reveral precedents have been 
pal ollowed up, and in particular, the 
oe &Xemption of the clergy, In the days 
ue | 4 the press gang, the clergy were 
t ven statutory exemption from mili- 
d Sry service. However young and 
out? | Able-bodied the fox-hunting parson 
Dt | ‘en he had no reason to fear that the 
en | bees representatives, anxious to 
yri@ i Marry men into the army or navy, 
of b ! fould disturb the peace of the rec- 
al ‘Ory, 
ding | The Military Service Act of 1916 
jallf | 8ave complete exemption to all minis- 
dete | ters of religion, of all denominations. 
vaye | This was not so much a recognition 
; Of their work, as a recognition of the 
RD. “act that the government of the day 
’ | Wew g great deal of its support from 
| the Nonconformist churches, which 
_— | *ere-then very powerful. In 1939 
weit | inisters of ‘religion ‘were again 
as ated from the provisions of the 
ms | po lonal Service Acts; not even being 


quired to register, except at a later 
ate, for fire watching. 
eany ministers and clergy did 
t |=“lunteer for active service. Large 
yn qmbers became chaplains, and 
| qutough never compelled to do any 
ambatant service, did in fact share 
| a the perils and hardships of the 


al L, 

>» Xoops in the field. Others. were 

! jg SDicuoug in ARP work, and were 
4 Wee? found in bombed streets and 
Oy crowded shelters, succouring the 

ue ia lUnded, encouraging the fearful, 

wi *d1 consoling the bereaved. 

and BRAVE WITNESSES 

ew | 


» Yet others were brave in their 
Pectfist witness. Only on rare occa- 
tres did any minister of religion 

TPingyever outspoken, have to face the 
au l@nities inflicted upon conscien- 
S objectors. Nevertheless, many 
Us were profoundly grateful when 
Re Voice of a Barnes or a Leyton 


“'chards was heard in the land. -Yet 


| 
4 
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tf Why exempt the Clergy? 


other ministers and clergy, although 
not pacifists themselves, made their 
stand for liberty of conscience. We 
shall not quickly forget that the 
Bishop of Chichester sat beside 
George Elphick, in court. 


The fact remains, however, that the 
state differentiates in favour of the 
parson, Even -the doctor was. re- 
quired to register, and to prove his 
usefulness, or otherwise. Only the 
minister of religion escaped the 
closely drawn net. 
nor fowl, he was allowed to pass 
through its meshes. It is a lament- 
able fact that many ministers and 
clergy took advantage of this free- 
dom to assail the enemy from the 
security of a pulpit. In particular, 
those who lived in safe country areas 
where the real horrors of war did not 
manifest themselves to any great de- 
gree, poured out their invective 
against the German. people, and, oddly 
enough, against those who refused to 
take up weapons against them. 


IN RURAL ENGLAND 


In some parts of rural England, 
little provincial papers gave a good 
fleal of space to letters from dis- 
gusted ministers and clergy who pro- 
tested against. the freedom given to 
the conscientious objector. They 
themselves must have been terribly 
embarrassed by the automatic exemp- 
tion given to themselves. However, 
they. were very brave, and managed 
to conceal their feelings, and loyally 
obeyed the Government’s wishes 
without complaint against their 
own privileged position. 

There are two possible -attitudes 
towards war, that of the conscien- 
tious objector, and that of the con- 
scientious assentor. The acceptance 
of either position involves great re- 
sponsibilities. Men in the cottages 
and castles of the land have to make 
their choice. No such choice has to 
be made by the occupant. of the rec- 
tory of the manse. , 

Why does this anomaly continue? 
Sincere pacifist ministers do not want 


Being neither fish 
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Ten Years Ago 
From Peace News, December 2, 1938 


Let there be no mistake about it— 
the pressing need now is to get the 
victims out of Germany, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and elsewhere. When 
their mere continued presence in these 
countries is a daily menace to their 
lives, it is « paltry boon to these des- 
pairing people to offer them food, 
clothing and the like. There can be 
no criticism of relief as such, but there 
is a deadly danger that we. shail 
think it eghugh. 

How are we to_get them out? How 
can we help them to a new start in 
life in this country or elseewhere? 

? * * * 

How problems of the North-West 
Frontier of India can be solved by 
non-viclent methods was described by 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi-at a public meeting 
in Bannu. He had been visiting the. 
Frontier Province to meet the Khudai 
Khidmatgars (“ Soldiers of Peace”’). 

i # # 


From Amsterdam comes news that 
“in several branches of the peace move-. 
ment a new subject of study and 
action is being taken up: pacifist de- 
fence of the people—or civil resistance. 

That the primary need of those 
wishing to avoid war at the present 
time is a non-military method of de- 
fence against a possible actual invader 
from outside, is contended by those 
responsible for "this new interest of 
peace opinion. 


supports India against South Africa, 
and if there is a government which 
causes any good Indian to blow his 
head off, it is Dr. Malan’s. This has’ 
rather far-reaching implications. The 
anti-white-supremacy cry is a real 
power here. And no nation which 
makes white supremacy a part of its 
policy will get. sympathy in these 


regions. That is one reason why Mr. 
Justice Pal~ exonerated Tojo and 
damned an Australian. Also, why 


Mr. Truman gets an occasional cheer, 
for his Civil Rights Bill. If in John 
Midleton Murry’s armageddon of the 
Free Societies versus Communism, 
the Free Societies inelude ‘white 
supremacy as one of their planks, I 
rather doubt whether India will be on 
the side of the angels. ° 


_AST week, when the Recall of Army and Air Force Pen- 
sioners Bill was being discussed in the Commons, Mr. 
Emrys Hughes moved the deletion of those lines which 

exempted clergymen from being recalled to the colours, although 
they had formerly been members of the armed forces. 


Reminding Members that there 


were three catagories not liable for 


recall; ministers of religion, criminal lunatics and the blind, Mr. Emrys 


Hughes said: “I want to know why 
these categories. 


a man in Holy Orders is lumped into 


I understand that archbishops and bishops no longer 


adopt the attitude that war is futile and demoralising for the community 


and that the Church dignitaries should be exempted from it. 


I understand 


that their point of view now is that war is an institution which receives 


the blessing and approval of the Church. 


be ; Onward Christian Soldiers,’ it 
us.’ ” 


ad » 
Mr. Emrys Hughesythen asked the Financial Secretary to the War 


If that is so, if the slogan is te 
should not be ‘ For God’s sake exempt 


Office to give a clear exposition of why such a special exemption should be 


given. 


He received the answer that such a big departure from the general 


principle could only be adopted in one of the major measures dealing with 


military service. 


“It would be an extraordinary anomaly,” the Financial 


Secretary declared, “if we introduced into a measure of this kind a new 
definition of principle in the way he suggests.” 


SS SS hess en ete. 


to be a privileged class. _Nearly all 
those I have met would very gladly 
taxe their stand at the tribunal, side 
by side with their less privileged 
friends. Weé can only assume then, 
that the exemption is given for the 
sake of those who are not pacifists. 


My own opinion is that the exemption 
of the clergy is a bribe with which the 
passive acquiescence of the Church, in wars, 
has been purchased. 


The Prayer Book of the Established 
Church states that it is lawful to take 
up arms at the command of. the civil 
magistrates, and insofar .as other 
denominations have written creeds or 
declarations of doctrine, those declar- 
ations permit war, and the partici- 
pation of the members in ‘it, even if 
they do not actually command it. 

Why then, the exemption of the 


clergy? It can hardly be that modern 


governments regard the work of a 
minister of religion as being more 
necessary to the nation than that of 
a doctor, a lawyer or a skilled tool- 
maker, all of whom had to register. 
Possibly it may be thought that a 
yhinister’s vocation unfits him = for 
military service. Perhaps govern- 
ments fear that the clergy would 
corrupt the men in the services, and 
make them all want to fight the 


enemy with Invective only. Whatever 
the reason for this exemption, it-has 
operated unfairly. If it were to be 
withdrawn, it is more than likely 
tht the Church would discover that 
war was wicked, and we might even 
hear sermons preached against war, 
instead of against the enemy of the 
moment, 


My experience of the churches in 
war and.peace has been extensive, 
and without being uncharitable, 1 
State it as my conclusion that a large 
majority of the clergy regard military 
service aS a very desirable and neces- 
sary thing for other people. They 
are content to watch the young men 
of their congregations'go to take up | 
tasks which they themselyes are un- 
willing to face, 


Even at the visk of being accused 
of being in favour of conscription, I 
say to the government, “ Withdraw | 
the exemption of the clergy.” The: 
various conferences, conventions, : 
synods, and so forth of the many sec- 
tions of the Chuch would at once pass 
indignant resolutions against con- ; 
scription and against war, instead of - 
piously accepting war as a necessary 
evil inflicted upon us by wicked 
people in other lands. 
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PACIFISM 


The pacifist position does not necessarily mean political irresponsibility, 


or absenteeism, as it: has been called. There is no pacifist party and 
no pacifist policy in the field. But that is no reason why the pacifist, 
realising that politics is a realm of relativities, and compromises in 
which the ideal is never attainable, should not maintain his witness to 
the ideal and at the same time co-operate in policies which tend towards 


the ideal. 
who wishes to be a Chi 


In this matter he is in no different position from the Christian 
tan in politees. 


The pacifist will work for all 


that makes for international understanding, for a persistent effort to 


understand Russia and to find common ground with 


her, for the 


reconstruction of Germany, for the care of refugees and for a bold 


programme of social justice. ~* 
Dr. 


Alex. Wood, Christian pacifist, in his 


7 
recent Third 


Programme talk (Listener, Oct. 21, 1948). 


UT—Igor Gouzenko, for- 
merly a Russian official, 
now a British citizen, who de- 
cided that Communism was a 
vicious fraud and uncovered the 
Russian atom-bomb plot to the 
Canadian Government, writes in 
his book “ This Was My Choice ” 
6n workers in Russia: 

“They have grown up as a new 
type of slave: a submissive, patient 
slave who honestly believes he is free 
and privileged above all workers any- 
where in the world. «The worst of tt 
is, there’s no way to get to the 
workers of the Soviet Union. Even 
af tt were possible to reach them with 
the facts in written or spoken word 
—almost unthinkable because many 
are still illiterate and those few with 
radios hear only Soviet programmes 
—they wouldn't believe what they 
read or heard.” 

And here is a letter from a Pole 
which appeared in Picture Post, Oct. 
16, 1948, 

“In a letter in Picture Post, Sept. 
4, we read: ‘It is my belief that not 
a single woman in the British Isles 
nor in the USSR wants a war, unless 
they are mad women, who enjoy hav- 
ing their homes broken up, their 
ambitions dashed to the ground, and 
moe happiness irretrievably 
ost.’ 

“We here, behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, believe that British women don’t 
want a war, that they can want this 
and don't want that, that they have 
a wish, a will, a free will, and can 
express it. But it is simply naive to 
believe that USSR women dare to 
want something they are not ordered 
to want. 
will—provided that this is the will 
of the Red Party and Red Gestapo. 
They have no hopes, they have no 


ambitions, and they have no domestic’ 


happiness. They have nothing to 
gam and nothing to lose. And noth- 
ing to say. They are not mad women, 
they are poor, pitiable women. We 
here, behind the Iron Curtain, don’t 
want a war either. But we don’t 
want any longer to live in such con- 
ditions, under such police-dictator- 
ship, for life has become to be good 
We ure conscious that 
war is a great evil. But we are con- 
scious, too, that our life is a great 
evil. Now the question is: which of 
_two evils to choose?” 


STATE BARRIERS 


In other words, we as individuals 
can “understand” the Russians till 
we are red in the face,°and one or 
two exceptional Soviet citizens might 
“understand ” us till they were blue 
in the face; it would make no dif- 
ference. There are impassable bar- 
riers between the peoples of the world, 
built up through the years by pe 

e 


various centralised States. 
modern centralist State, -whether 
totalitarian or democratic, prevents 


all possibility of understanding be- 
tween peoples. If the contemporary 
pacifist does not proceed from his 
pacifism to a rejection of the validity 
of the State’s assumption of sove- 
reignty in the name of an abstract 
“community ” then he may as well 
keep quiet about his opposition to war. 

Our tragedy is this: only a pas- 
sionate, religious democracy would in 
the ideological field overcome Com- 
munism—that is, make the propaganda 


{RENOUNCE WAR AND t WILL NEVER’ 
x SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member. is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


They have a will, « free 


‘of 


of the Communists outside Russia 
both obsolete and meaningless—and 
this democracy we do not possess. We 
have instead a materiaHst social 
security democracy based upon doc- 
trinaire socialist humanism entirely 
lacking in depth or religious feeling. 
The only democracy with drive would 
be a resurgent, religious, and there- 
fore anti-bureaucratic, non-bourgeois 
democracy. This means a policy the 
opposite of our present Governors’, 
directed towards the kind of society 
which our centralising socialists 
would not understand. 


TWO FREEDOMS 


For there are not “four freedoms ” 
but two—a positive and a negative 
freedom. Negative freedom is that 
state in which no man is forced to per- 
form any activity which has no per- 
sonal meaning for him: freedom from 
conscription, from injustice, from 
want and from personal injury. Posi- 
tive freedom is a spiritual dynamism 
for which all activity gains personal 
meaning. Politically we are con- 
cerned with the first, but concern with 
the first is futile unless the exis- 
tence of the second is remembered. 
A society in which no man is forced 
to perform activity without personal 
meaning can only continue to function 


Voluntary Service v. Compulsion 


“ 


HICH of you shall have 
an ass or an ox fallen 
into a pit, and will not straight- 
way pull him out on the Sabbath 
day?” 

To which I venture to add—or 
on week days either. 

It is with regret that I 
find myself apparently in a 
minority among members of 
the PPU on the _ question 
“directed labour.” J have 
come to the conclusion that 
the root of true pacifism is 
voluntary service—national and 
international; and that it should 
be rendered both to those who. 
have got into a pit through no 
fault of their own, and to those 
who, through their acceptance 
of war, of communism, or 
capitalism, or any other ’ism 
which we happen to dislike, find’ 
themselves—to put: it  collo- 
quially “in the soup.” 

There is today a conspicuous ab- 
sence of love for the Community, 
unless the Community happens to be 


in agreement with what we think the 
Community ought to be. 


INFECTED WORLD 


It is a war-product: we are living, 
as a result of war, in a haunted ‘and 
an infected world; our social organ- 
isation has very largely lost its 
balance. Economically we are on the 
verge of bankruptcy, from which only 
a greatly increased sense of service 
due to the Community will save us; 
morally, there has been a great in- 
creasé in crime—and crime of a more 
violent cruel and wantonly destruc- 
tive character than we have ever 
known before. 


} P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., wel 


‘The responsibility for this does not 
rest solely with the criminals: it, and 
they, are a war-product: the whole 
Nation shares the responsibility. 


bye 
| John B. Pick | 


ND DEMOCRACY 


if each man does perform some useful 
activity. Since this specific activity 
has personal meaning its performance 
will lead to a spiritual dynamism 
which must in the end transform all 
activity. The aim should be a society 
in which all men do that work for 
which they are most fitted and ade- 
quate, in which they are fully ex- 
tended and consumed: a _ vocational 
society. ra 


RESPONSIBILITY = 


Plainly, no society has yet achieved 
negative freedom or anything like it, 
and no society will do so until it ac- 
cepts a philosophy of positive free- 
dom, that is, of general vocational 
responsibility for the quality and 
organisation of work. Such a philo- 
sophy is necessarily opposed both to 
socialism and to capitalism, and, 
since the vocational idea necessarily 
involves religious belief, to liberal 
humanism also. But it is more likely to 
evolve from capitalism, which is fluid, 
than from socialism, which is doc- 
trinaire and therefore rigid. 

Capitalism can only evolve in the 
direction of freedom given a constant 
drive from below, given a determined 
demand by the people for personal 
responsibility, for elected workers’ 
councils with real control, for effec- 
tive decentralisation. The present 
tendency of both capitalism and 
socialism is,to trust only administra- 
tors, civil Servants and technicians. 
This leads inevitably to a _  de- 
humanised industry and a spiritually 
dissatisfied working class. The wor- 
kers as individuals require material 
well-being, responsibility, and joy in 
work—that is, a meaning in life. 


Words of Peace - No 253 


THE WORLD WAITS 


There is a great place waiting ™ 
history for the first nation that wil 
dare to save its life by losing 1, that 
will dare to base its national existence 
on righteous dealing, and not on foree, 
that will found its conduct on the 
truths of primitive Christianity, am 
not on the power of its army ane 
navy. And there is a great place 
waiting in history for the first polite 
cal party that will dare to take the 
same stand and will dare to advocate 
the Christian policy of complete ds- 
armament and non-resistance to ahem 
force. 

—John W. Graham, ; 
Conscription and Conscience 
eee, a | 


social life, and reassert the vocational 
principle. Where specific vocational: — 
sense is lacking it can only -grow, 1) 
an atmosphere of personal and 1m-= 
mediate responsibility for the quality, 
and organisation of work. The sock) 
alists know nothing of this: having 
discovered a meaning for themselves 
in advocating a certain doctrinalre 
solution to the problems of production) 
they impose it upon the mass of the 
people—which is never doctrinalres 


a ee ee ee a ee 


s ay 


Unless this need for personal meaning iH 
in work is recognised the country wil |} th 
degenerate into easy meat for Com) | te 
munism: discredited socialists, dS a: 
trusted Tories, disgruntled workers: ] ‘ 
WHICH DEATH? S) 

Supposing, then, we oppose the | |) 
centralised State, we are not likelY | e, 
to accomplish much, and if we 4¢ of 
complish anything it will weaken UW [J 4. 
militarily against the Russians. BY f th 
whereas to oppose the evil at home ® | ta 
possible, contact with the Russiaf) | on 
people is not, and a just war is nol || )}) 8? 
The fundamental effort must be to | i 
give life a meaning, which for so many | ik 
today it has largely lost. If we av + 
to face death in another world wa) | ‘ta 


let us do.so attempting something) 
worthy of man’s spiritual] dignity, n° rts 
fighting with atom-bombs for # , 
materialist democracy or advocatiné | 
impossible friendship with Russiat 
dictatorship. 


Even a Nation at peace is, by its 
social imperfections, to.a great ex- 
tent the producer of its criminals; 
still more is a Nation which has com- 
mitted itself to the orgie of totali- 
tarian warfare, and crowned itself in 
self-righteousness, responsible for the 
increase of .crime, and the more 
horrible forms which crime has 
imitatively taken now that the orgie 
is over, 


DUTY OF PACIFISTS 


It is to this very unlovable Com- 
munity, this monstrous and multi- 
tudinous Ass,, which has got itself 
into a pit full of uncleanness that 
pacifists should now be giving all the 
voluntary service they can render to 
get it out again; and it is the duty 
and should be the joy of pacifists to 
recognise, in this volyntary service 
to the Community in its need, a more 
spiritual “vocation” than any mere 
individual “ vocation ” for which cer- 
tain paper-pacifists are now claiming 
a superior right of way in the name 
of “liberty.” I venture to say that 
there is no such thing as “liberty” 
when it is separated from all sense of 
social responsibility. The true name 
for it then is “ escapism.” 


I have a friend, a very dear friend, 
who has a great sense of social re- 
sponsibility: but, becatse he disap- 
proves of capitalism, he is trailing his 
coat to get sent to prison for refusing 
to do directed labour; and all because 
he would be getting paid for it under 
the capitalist system, and his -em- 
ployer would be making a profit out 
of his contribution to the essential 
industry of which the Community 
now stand so much in need; and he 
admits that if the State were being 
run on non-eapitalist lines, he would 
then be willing to give up his own 
personal “vocation,” and work for 
the general good. And yet, like my- 
self, he is an author, and is quite 
willing to be paid under the capitalist 
system’by a publisher who makes. a 
profit out of his authorship. 


His remedy, surely, is to do volun- 
tary service for helping his country 


‘tary service even to those who seé 


to Peace Armies, and sent them out 


out of the pit into which it has Ss? 
foolishly tumbled. 
There is a Society—only a small 


one unfortunately—called  “ Inter 
national Voluntary Service fot 
Peare” which is doing this both 


nationally and_ internationally. 10 
that Society (which is badly in need 
of help in two kinds,. financial and 
manual) pacifists, who object to work- 
ing for capitalists, can voluntarily. 
direct their labour; and if I may one? 
more refer to the word “liberty,” 1) 
order to give it its true value, is 0° 
perhaps “the glorious liberty of thé 
Gospel,”. the liberty which comes from 
fulfilling the teaching of the Set 
mon on the Mount and giving volum 


to compel it, so that in the larger set | 
vice voluntarily offered compulsion 
wiped out? : 

[ have said that I believe voluntary 
service to be the root of true pacifism: 
and I believe that when the wat 
ended—if given internationally 
would have been the surest way 
peace. 


NEED FOR PEACE ARMIES 
Had we then changed our Armies i” 


give free service in directed labour @ 
friend and foe alike, for the rebuild 
ing of ruined cities, the relief 
suffering, and the clearing up of all 
the hideous ravages of war, then J 
believe firmly that—even from opp08 
ing ideologies—there would have bee? 
no suspicion, and no fear, nor at 
hindrance to work of such manifes! 
atonement and redemption for th@ 
sins in which all the warring Nation® 
had a share. Also—though this # 
but a minor consideration—it woul? 
have cost far less. s 
Is it too late to ask membets. 52> 
the PPU to give a truer and a high 
meaning to the word “ vocation,” 209 
a more social meaning to the word 
“liberty.” My best wish for them © 
that they would all become, if B® 
members at least helpers of “ Intel 
national Voluntary Service ts 
Peace,” recognising that in such sen 
vice lies the true root ef Pacifism. © 
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IREASSURING 


[N an effort to counter the ex- 
.. Posure of army life contained 
mM the Federal Free Church Coun- 
cil’s report, “ With Our Boys in 
Germany” (Cf. PN Oct. 8), the 
War Office recently invited seve- 
Tal Free Church representatives 
to make a tour of inspection in 
Germany. 


The clergymen, it appears, 
ad no time to go further than 
GHQ of the Army on the Rhine, 
the district centring on Bad 
Oeynhausen. But, as the Rev. 
Maurice Watts explains in the 
Christian World (Nov. 19), the 
ommanders “supplied us with 
all the informatjon for which we 
|| asked.” In consequence of which 
f We are now in no mood to criti- 
| 
‘| 


|} cise, but only to offer our con- 

|} Sratulations to the Army authé= 

1} Yities, and add our prayer that 
they will continue to press on 
With the good work.” 


The “good work” is the moral 
education of the conscripts. The 

| clergymen, it seems, were im- 

| Mensely impressed with what 
they saw. tvidently the Army 

} Authorities “not only received 

[7 them “with the greatest cour- 

|} tesy and consideration,” but took 

| as much trouble with the prepa- 

| rations for- their visit as. if they 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


had been representatives of the 
Supreme Allied Command. 


“The Commanding Officers,” 
writes the Rev. Watts, “are men 
of the highest moral quality, who 
ftegard themselves as fathers to 
the boys now going out to Ger- 
‘many. So great is their concern 
and interest that an order has 
fone forth that when a National 
Service man arrives at his batta- 
lion the Commanding Officer 
Shall write to the boy’s parents, 
and after six weeks shall write 
azain to tell them how he is get- 
ting’ on. 


“BAOR is really one big 
School. The men must attend 
educational classes on almost 
every day during service time, 
preparing for the Forces prelimi- 
‘Nary examination... . 


“At Bielefeld there is a large 
School for those of sub-normal 
education where men begin their 
froming by learning the three 

pe? a 

“We noted the pride the Com- 
manding Officers took in showing 
to us beautiful chapels which 
they have furnished in many of 
the barracks. 2 

“There are one or two things 
that, might be said particularly 
to our Free Church people. We 
have never been greatly  in- 
terested in the Army, nor have 
We persuaded the young men of 
our churches to enter the Army, 
ut now we shall have to take 
More interest because all our 
‘| Young men will be compelled to 
[| take their share. 
I “We need have no fear at all 
, of the moral risks’ so long as 
the Army is guided by men of 
|} the quality of its present leaders; 
| but it is up to us to prepare the 

boys before they go, to make 

sure they have moral stamina 

So that they can stand up to 

temptation and bear their 

Spiritual witness.” 

. 
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CANDIDATES FOR CONGRESS 
GOT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 


Do you oppose 


conscription ? 


PPONENTS of military 

conscription in the United | 
States sent a questionnaire to 
Congressional candidates in the 
recent U.S. Election. 


Prepared by Conscription News, it 
invited a Yes or No answer and com- 
ments to each question. At its head 
was the following statement: 

It is natural for people who gre 
devoted to peace and freedom, to be 
concerned about the departure from 
our previous American tradition as is 
evident in the passage of our present 
peacetime conscription law with its 
consequent compulsions and the inter- 
national tensions to which it contri- 
butes. Since there are many people 
who are deeply concerned about the 
present trend toward war and mili- 
tarism, this questionnaire is being 
sent to Congressional candidates 
throughout the cduntry by voters in 
the respective districts to discover 
what candidates are at present think- 
ing about some of these problems: 
1. Do you favour the United States making 

a clear declaration of the kind of peace 

settlement it wants with Germany, Japan, 

and Russia? 

2. Do you favour using to the fullest the 
peaceful processes of the United Nations 
instead of the frequent by-passing of the 
U.N. which has characterised UsS. policy in 
the past? 

3. Do you believe the United States should 
take the lead in making proposals for world 
disarmament under international  super- 
vision,.starting with a concrete proposal for 
an immediate reduction? 

4. Do you ovpese permanent peacetime con- 
scription (UMT) ? 


5. Do you favour e . 
(a) repealing the present conscription law? 
(b) preventing its prolongation beyond the 
present expiration date of June 1950? 


{c) keeping our educational sysém free from 
“military imfluence? 

6. Do you oppose the extension of conscription 
(a) to women? 

(b) to a-ditional age groups? a 

7. Do you favour a reduction in our present 
military budgets? 

8. Will you work to subordinate the military 
to civilian control in foreign policy, in 
Government appointments, in the control of 
atomic energy, etc.? 


This poll asked 
WHEN DO YOU LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOUR ? 


WEFORE public opinion surveys 
*” fell from their pedestal in the 
U.S., Ladies Home Journal con- 
ducted an investigation into the re- 
ligious beliefs of its readers, 

Time (Nov. 1, 1948) reports that the most 
detailed question of the survey was one ad- 
dressed to Christians concerning Christ’s in- 


junction “Thou shalt love thy meighbour as 
thyself.” The results obtained from those 
who were asked whether they loved their 
neighbour in certain ‘specific circumstances 
were tabulated at follows: 
Don’t 
Questions Yes No know 
% % % 
When your fellow man is 
a business competitor? 78 10 12 
When your fellow. man is 
a member of a different 
race? 80 12 8 
When your fellow man 
belongs to a different 
religion from yours? 90 5 5 
When your fellow man is wi 
AN enemy of your coun- 
try? 25 63 12 
When your fellow man is 
a member of a political 
party that you think is 
dangerous? 27 57 16 


CLASSIFIED’ ADVERTISEMENTS 


WEIGH HOUSE Church, 


Duke | 


Garage, shed rent free,. uge of van 
and some assistance from resident in 
«xchange for £250 and small per- 
centage of turmover, 
Write Bon 985. 

DERBYSIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest House for|S 


Site for cara- 


3 for 21s. 
Rood e| | Snot! 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
the 
7 Hand modelled bird on 
real piece of twig, in lifelike setting 
Send for sample post 


GOLDFISH IN Bowl, 
Brooch. To hang om your coat lapei 
with Rolled Gold Pin. 
small and stylish 7s. 6d. post free. 
New Argosy, Blackheath, 

' 


° e ° 
Pacifist Profil 
ARL HEATH’S early educa- 
tion fitted him providenti- 

ally for the role of practical 
internationalist which he has 
now played for so many years. 
Born of a Quaker family in 1869, 
he attended schools in England, 
‘Paris and Brussels, becoming a 


fluent linguist. . 

After teaching for some years in 
London and North Wales, he was ap- 
pointed, in 1909, Secretary of the 
National Peace Council, and served 
in that capacity throughout the 
1914-18 War. His exemption from 
military service had been made con- 


PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED 


Gandhi, by Carl Heath. Allen & 
Unwin, 3s. 6d. 
BRERE is a new edition of the pam- 
phlet first issued in 1944, partly 
to counter the vicious misrepresenta- 
tion of Gandhi in the British Press. 
It has been enriched by a supple- 
ment dealing with Gandhi’s activities 
up till the time of his death. Car! 
Heath has a natural understanding 
of Gandhi’s standpoint, so elusive to 
any purely secular student. “Mr. 
Gandhi from his standpoint, seeing 
as he does life in a whole and inte- 
grated way, cannot cease to take part 
in the political issues that confront 
his country. But in consequence he 
is a disturbing. moral conscience, and 
one moreover that will never act as 
an ordinary politician.” Rather 
diffusely written though it is, this 
pamphlet is full of illuminating re- 
flections, stimulating further, thought 
on both its subject and the issues he 
studied. 


Russia Since 1917. Socialist Party 
of Great Britain, 1s. 
OMPILED from articles in the 
Socialist Standard over the past 
30 years, this pamphlet contains 
much material useful to the student 
of Bolshevism. But most of the poli- 
cies condemned by the authors are 
a logical development of the doctrine 
that “the end justifies any means, 
and that doctrine cannot be refuted 
on Marxist premises. So far from 
vindicating “true” Marxism, as the 
authors claim, therefore, their secta- 
rian criticism rather illustrates the 
need for a thorough-going reassess- 


ment of first principles. As Marx 
himself said, “The criticism 
(Kritik) of religion is the _ pre- 
condition of all criticism.” 

F.A.L. 


International Voluntary 
Service For Peace 


A HISTORY 


EDITED BY 
ETHELWYN BEST 


and 
BERNARD PIKE 
(George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.). 
Illustrated 8s. 6d. net 
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ustria, etc, Write: 
11 Greek St., London, W.1. 


Countryside ist, keen tnade unionist. 


Box 987. 


cle." Details 74d. 


olve that present Honeywell Road, London, S. 


32 Montpelier 


a realistic {°° A 
nished accommodation also 


Neat and|Lendon Area. Box 986. 


Situations are available 


es 


GIFT PARCELS containing coffee, 
tea and food can be sent to Germany 
A Fregata Lid., 


YOUNG MAN (80), pacifist, social- 
friendship young lady similar ideas. 


LONELY? JOIN Friendship Cir- 
Seeretafy, 
W.11., 

CO, 36, desires to contact female 
companion of same conviction. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
only 
applicants excepted from the Contra! 
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ditional upon his continuing in this 
work, and, as the late Lord Allen of 
Hurtwood remarked, “it would have 
been pedantic to refuse to do what he 
had asked to be allowed to do, merely 
because he was ordered to do it!” 
During the 
War, the Peace 
Council lost 
some of its 
affiliated 
organisations, 
but new ones, 
formed at this 


time — ithe 

UDC, under 

the inspiration : 
of E. D. Morel, 
-the WIL, the 

FoR, and 

others, rein- 


forced and re- 
invigorated it, 
so that in 1917 
it was  pos- 
sible to hold 
an influential 
National Peace 
Congress. - 
Shortly _ af- 
ter the War, 
Carl Heath re- 


CARL HEATE 


signed his f 
secretaryship, however, in order 
to develop a permanent In- 


ternational Service for the Society of 
Friends. Work on behalf of this, as 
of the Peace Council, has carried him 
to many parts of the world, inelud- 
ing Russia, America and the Middle 
East. It was he who, as Chairman 
of the India Conciliation Group, was 
appointed by the Society of Friends 
to interview the Viceroy on behalf of 
political prisoners; and his visits to 
India in 1986-7 brought him into 
close association with Gandhi. 

"Carl Heath is the author of many 
books, including Social and Religious 
Heretics in, Five Centuries, written 
while he ‘was a Fellow of Wood- 
brooke, and scores of pamphlets, the 
latest of which, an assessment of 
Gandhi, was published only last week. 
His long azd wide experience makes 
him a valued contributor to The 
Friend on international affairs, But 
all his work, whether written or prac- 
tical, stems from the same pro- 
foundly religious view of life, for 
which nothing is too vast to he 
measured by the same moral -stan- 
dards as he would apply to his own 
dealings with men and women. 


The War Resisters’ International 


Now ready! 


THE WAR RESISTER 


Autumn issue (No. 54) 
contains a report of the 
August, 1948, International Con- 
ference at Shrewsbury with 

photograph. 


Obtainable from: | 
W.R.L, Lansbury House, 88 Park 
Avenue, Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 


Middlesex. 
Price 7d. post free, or 64d. 
and stamped addressed | foolscap 
envelope. 


An annual subscription of 2s. 6d. entitles 

you to receive “The War Resister” 

quarterly and one copy of all published 
literature. 


| Ee SS 
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THE FAU International Service 
can accept a few suitable applicants 
for training early in 1949. Full de- 
tails from FAU International Service, 
Steep, Petersfield, Hants. 5 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


wishes 


‘ EASTBOURNE AREA. _ Clerk, 
ypist, river, requires empl. 
84 Full/part time. Box 982 poe 


EXPERT DUPLICATING Service, 
Enquiries. invited. Mabel Eyles, # 
Aberdeen Park, Highbury. London 
N.6. Tel. CANonbury 3882. 


Fur- 
desired. 


te MISCELLANEOUS 


should reach us not laterj/happy holidays or restful - od CHR. ye: 
G the Thursday morning eight|tion: all modern foratexts. eS LITERATURE, &c. of Eneagement Order. 1947. No. 2021 arFecte Tene ens ee dros 
2* Brior to publication. _ 8. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich,| QUAKERISM ' YOUNG TEACHER (male or fe-lings by Andrew Burton and text by 
“ ; Matlock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.:|Literature res ees ee end male) required for group of six in-|Roger Page, in Christmas Card form. 
MEETINGS Ambergate 44), iD g the Faith anditelligent boys, age seven. Particulars Complete with envelopes for 8s, 3d. 


“gbexpon, w.c.2. Dr. E, Graham 
Prroach to P neyelonast on ‘“* The 

Preach to Peace.” ingsway Hall, 
Nee Wed., Dec. 8 at 1.15 p.m, 


ACCOMMODATION FOR 2 or 8 


J . Friends 
vegetarians with full board or part— i o 
to share. Apply Box 988. Friends. 


DUBLIN. MILK, eggs, sweets un- 


rationed. Immediate accommodation 


Practice of the Religious Society of 
free on application to the 
Home: Service Committee, 
House Euston Rd., London. 


from Tony Warner, 


Cyres, Devon. 


NATIONAL PEACE 


Oakley Woodla g 
School, Sherwood House, Newton, St. 


or y . Council 
shortly appointing Director who must 


lozen post free. Sample 4d. post 
free. Peace News 8 Blackstock Rd, 
London, N.4.. 

DISTINCTIVE SIMPLICITY makes 
this year’s Christmas Cards especialy 


omal Peace Council. offered Write Englishman Box IN MEMORIAM have organising and speakin ili i i 
’ . a 7 i 2 g abili-jattractive. Only 4/8 a be] : 
WweONDON AREA Circle. Dr. Alex 989. : IN LOVING memory of Elizabeth|ties and experience and wide know-|free) with Bieclontee dieteastea 
uit Is Peace with Russia Pos.| . i ra Bogers, dear wife of E. V. Rogers,|ledge of international affairs. Com-| quantities. Send 2/2 ‘for six samples 
le? Dec. 15, 7 p.m. Board Room EDUCATIONAL who passed away at 47 Drayton Gar-|mencing salary £600-£700 according| (post free) Endsleigh Cards PN 
Mey Church Federal: Council, 27 SPEAKING & WRITING dens, W.18, on Dec, 8 1947, after|to qualifications. Applications with | Ltd. 8, Blacketock Rd., London, N4 
Ig i8tock Square, W.C.1. Admicsion|&s orhthoteate vin lessons. | nearly 55 years of happiness together. }recent testimonials and references to] OFFICE TO fet. One room’ with 
Ang - Members ree, New members| Primrose aay eo ies Bene ogc Borker with her husband in ailjChairman, National Peace Council,|all services at 25s. 2 week. Please 
7" itiends specially invited. PRinvcce BOB6. , » N.W.8 |that made for peace she ever remains cay Southampton Row, London, ip Pe jianager, Peace News, 3 
C1. oc ad, N.4. 
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USSR gives a'lesson in tactics 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


ago. The devastating power of de- 
Struction of atomic tission has just 
been explained to the President. He 
leans back in his chair and says in 
an awe-strucix voice: “If this were to 
fail into Hitler’s hands, why, it’d be 
murder.” 

» I do not wish to be understood as 
saying that I shall consider the cause 
of peace safe as soon as the Russians, 
too, possess atom bombs. But I am 
very thoroughly convinced that both 
the assumption that we are good for 
at least five years’ respite, and the 
self-righteous postulate that war, if it 
comes, will all be) Russia’s fault, are 
wholly unjustifiable. The progress 
of hardening enmity to Russia and 
lessening resistance to the idea of 
war is trankly alarming. ‘And, para- 
doxically though only at first sight, 
even the striking revival in public 
interest in pacifism is a clear sign- 
post on this country’s and America’s 
quick road to war-mindedness. Wor 
however gratifying this revival of in- 
terest may be to organisers of PPU. 
activities, it is also plain evidence of 
people’s growing pre-occupation with 
the subject of war, with scores ol 
thousands moving farther away from 
the groundwork ofsideas and aims for 
which pacifism stands for every 
single new listenerrto our wisdom. 


Pointers 


[Ny Britain, the week just elapsed 
has brought the Government's 
double announcement of higher pay 
and allowances for the armed forces 
and of the extension of compulsory 
whole-time service under the 
National Service Act beginning with 
the new year, from 12 to 18 months. 
In March 1947, when the Govern- 
ment first proposed this extension, 
the plan had to be dropped because 
85 members of the House of Com- 
mons, 72 of whom were Labour re- 
presentatives, voted for its rejection. 
In America, at Cincinnati, the 650 
delegates to the American Federation 
of Labour Convention held there this 
week, have passed a number of sig- 
nificant resolutions. One of them, 
adopted by an “overwhelming 
majority” is described in the news 
reports as a vigorous indictment of 
Soviet policy, concluding with the 
proposal that the United States and 
all Democratic Powers should sever 
all trade relations with the TISSR un- 
til such times as “ Russia is ready 
to lift her barbarous blockade of 
Berlin.” 

Another, 
declares: 

“The United States should not only put 

ifs own defence into complete readiness and 
invincibility but should also provide arms 
and enter into a defence military alltance 
against totalitarian aggression which may 
threaten friendly mations in “Europe, Asia, 
or elsewhere.” 

Finally, as I am writing, the BBC 
news bulletin reports that seven mem- 
bers of the American House of Re- 
presentatives Defence Committee 

. have just arrived at Madrid, after 
visits to Trieste, Vienna and a num- 
ber of other places, for talks with 
General Franco’s military experts. 


adopted unanimously, 


Down in Price 


NYLON Parachute panels coupon free, 
12 ft. long, in white or primrose, make 
lovely garments at small cost. 

8 Panéls for 21s. 


American Cloth 


Table baize, glossy sky or green tile 
pattern, cotton backed, for tables or 


shelves. Width 39 ina. 
Ws. 3d. yard. 


Furnishing Fabric 


Medium weight, fine weave, ideal for 
curtains, loose covers, bedspreads, etc., 
4 lovely shades, gold; brown green, sky 

or rust. 
Price per yard, 40 ins. 5s. 11d.; 45 ins. 
6s. 3d.; 54 ins. 6s. 11d. 


Curtain Net 


Which, at least to my sort of mind, 
suggests an amazing. broadening of 
the meaning of the word ,“‘democratic” 
and an equally amazing narrowing- 


down of the. meaning of the word 
“ totalitarian.” 
If this is the distance we have 


travelled away from the hyster.caly 
Soviet-worship of the war in three 
years,,is it likely to take another five 
for the “ preventive’ war, now ad- 
vocated by an increasing number, to 
be recognised as a moral obligation? 
I should feel more confidence in my 
ability to answer that auestion by a 
firm “No” if the moralist Rooseveit 
had not ordered the dropping of the 
Hiroshima bomb, and, the moralist 
Lord Russell were fot advocating the 
same thing on a larger scale now. 


Not submission 


qr is at this point that we get down 

to fundamentals. Bertrand 
Russell, the report tells us, answered 
the challenge of a listening schooiboy 
by saying: “Anything is better than 
submission.” To begin with, non- 
violent resistance is not submission. 
But even if it were, it would not be 
as bad as the lunatic idea of trying 
to create a higher morality, meant to 
lead to better world conditions, by the 
perpetration of the most abominabie 
crime against humanity ever con- 
ceived. 

_The crime-wave, the widespread 
diminution of the standard of honesty 
of average people and all the other 
after-effects of the war are 
childish trifles in comparison with 
what. would happen to men’s minds 
after a bout of atomic warfare on the 
heroic scale. In the last resort, this is 
an alternative between a risk of sacri- 
ficirge the body and the vertainty of 
sacrificing the spirit. 


Revolution by example 


PPPHE world—and it is time it 

_ realised it—is in a state of revo- 
lution against conditions which many 
of us are too slow in altering. I doubt 
if there has ever been a case of 
revolutionaries being tolerant, or 
even of reformers. That, perhaps 
over-simplified, is what is the matter 
is with Russia. Writing of an ana- 
logous event in past history, Mac- 
aulay says of the struggle between 
the Church of Rome and the Refor- 
mation: 

“The leading strings which preserve and 
uphold the infant would impede the full- 
grown man. And so the very means by 
which the human mind is, in one stage of 
its progress, supported and propelled, may, 
in another Stage, be mere hindrances. 
There is a season in the life both of an 
individual and of a society at which sub- 
mission and faith, such as at a later period 
would be justly called servility and credulity, 
ate useful qualities.” 


Communism, dealing with people 
unfit as yet to combine economic 
equality with individual liberty, 
exacts this attitude of submission 
and servility. I am not suggesting 
that it is right in doing so; I only 
say that it is natural, and that we 
should be prepared for it and struggle 
against it by means other than mili- 
tary war. F 

And we should do so all the more be- 
cause the Soviets’ warfare against us 
is u2 ceasing, and alarmingly suczess- 
fui, employing just the means we 
ecnsider secondary: the means of ex- 
a:aple, persuasion and intelleccual in- 
filtration. Soviet territory itself, it 
is true, is hermetically closed to us. 
But we had all the initial advantage 
in China, all over the Far East and 
Middle East, and in France and Italy. 
Is anyone sufficiently venturesome to 
assert that we are doing well in any 
of these areas? 


De Gaulle’s gaffe 


"PHE Jatest outstanding fact about 
France, where conditions and the 
people’s natural inclinations as well 


that Communism stands 2 
ehance only when things look well- 
nigh desperate, is General de Gaulle’s 
surprising gaffe. Anti-British both 
because his authoritarian character 


makes him hate us for the help he 


Peace Pledge Union|| 


‘and the | 
Communist Party 
(YORRESPONDENCE reaching 


Peace News and PPU Head- 
quarters reflects a widespread 
misconception of the policy of 
the PPU in relation to the cur- 
rent “Stop the Drift to War’” 
campaign, organised by the Com- 
munist Party. 

At its meeting on Sept. 26, 
1948, the National Council of the 
PPU issued a statement of policy 
containing the following clause: 

Since there are no differ- 
ences between the governments 
which can justify war or be 
solved by violenee, the PPU is 
ready to co-operate in the pre- 
sent urgent situation where 
possible with all who are en- 

deavouring to avoid a third 

world war. 

It was left to the Executive 
Committee to determine where 
and when such co-operation was 
possible. 

Neither- the National Council 
nor the Executive Committee has 
committed the PPU to co-opera- 
tion with the Communist Party 
in any “United Front.” Jt was 
generally agreed, however, that 
representatives of the PPU 
should accent invitations to state 
the .case for vacifism at meetings 
organiged by the Communist 
Party; and it was in ‘pursuance 


of this policv that the PPU was 
represented at the Trafalgar 
Square demonstration on Nov. 
14, and at similar public meet- 
ings in the Provinces. 


COVENTRY PEACE 


|CONFERENCE CALLS 
|FOR GESTURE TO USSR 


FIGHTEEN organisations were re- 

presented at the “Stop the 
Drift to War.” conference held at the 
Technical College, Coventry on 
Saturday, Nov. 27. Tha Rev. Tom 
Roff of Stoke Congregational Church 
snoke on what the churches could do 
for peace. He said that historic 
Christianity was bound up with mili- 
tarism but that this happened only 
after the third century, the true 
Christian tradition being a repudia- 
tion of war. 

Harry Hilditch, the second speaker, 
said that scientific progress could not 
be stopped; by it we could either 
reach a higher standard of living 
and a fuller life or have wars which 
became more devastating. 

After tea a discussion to which most 
delegates contributed became very 
lively. A resolution was adopted which 


included the two following proposals: 

The immediate withdrawal of occupying 
troops from all countries. 

An imaginative gesture to be made 
by the Western Powers ta Russia, as a 
meang of breaking down suspicion and 
creating good will, This might take the 
form of a substantial gift to alleviate the 
hardship and suffering created in Russia 
by the last war. 


of past violent differences in Syria, 
he has now protested against the 
arrangement under which Great 
Britain has become the leader ‘of 
joint Western European Defence. A 
Frenchman, according to him, ought 
to ‘hold that position. 

But this time the General has made 
a mistake. Althqugh there are many 
millions of Frenchmen who support 
him, he is wrong in believing that 
they share his military ambitions. 
They are more genuinely and more 
deeply sick of war and_ militarism 
than any other peovle in Europe with 
the exception of the Italians only. 

The General probably realises that 
a great deal of France’s Communism 
is little more than skin-deep, the 
mere result of an intensity of disgust 
with. the succession of inefficient 
governments since the liberation, 
which is truly staggering. But he 
does not seem to have realised how 
great a proportion of his own tfol- 
lowing is due to the same cause. 


_——Sybil Morrison’s———— 
CAMPAIGN 
—COLUMN— 


[N,,, October, 1937, Canon Dick 
Sheppard, a publicly declared 
pacifist, founder of the newly of 
ganised Peace Pledge Union, won the 
Rectorship of Glasgow University. 
against Professor Haldane, Mr. Mae 
Neill Dixon and Mr. Winston 
Churchill. 

The Press, much dismayed, hastened 
to explain the victory away by a5: 
suring the public that this was nov) 
a victory for pacifism but a victory. 
only for a famous and well-loved man 

One reputable Weekly used the 
election to attack pacifism on the’ 
grounds that pacifists refuse to face 
facts and that pacifism being, @ 
whole way of life, no man has a right 
to take it unless he is fit to take 1 « 

The correspondence columns were 
filled with replies from well-know® 
pacifists, and looking back over ™Y 
records I am amazed to find how {rue 
and alive today are the words writen 
then, just before World War II. 

“Human frailty is such that the 
man who can wait to take a way of- 
life until he is fit to take it must Dé | 
something of a curiosity. Sureli) 
even few of our great saints woul 
have called themselves fit?, We cal 
only hope that by constant endeavou! 
we may become more fitted,” says on¢, 
writer. 


ST. PETER TRIED 


Another says, “We (the sponsols, 
of the PPU) are under no illusio# 
that a percentage of the members may 
not realize the full implications of thé 
pacifist . doctrine and will perhab® 
fail to live uo to their principles in 2 
time of crisis. St: Peter failed 
live up to his faith on a fam0® 
occasion, but I have never heard at 
used as an argument that he ought ’ 
have made no attemptto be 
Christian.” 

I, myself, said 


«+ “That the students of Glasgow » hav’ 


registered only their hatred of war and ee } 


admiration of a fine ideal may be true, 9%) 

it is at least a step forward on the roa® 

to peace, and they may become ‘ genuine 

Pacifists” on the way.” 

There are a great many people to 
day, more perhaps than there wer? 
in 1987, who are seeking a genuiné 
way to peace but who are not yé 
pacifists. We no longer have a Dick 
Sheppard capable of carrying [i8)) 
conviction to the winning of votes, an@) 
so we must rely upon ourselves £0 
building the road to peace, and fo 
gaining new pacifists on the way. |) 

Let us make Friday, Jan. 21, at th@ |) 
Central Hall, Westminster, the stat% 
ing place for an increasing volume % 
work for pacifism. Through the 
maining winter months we will early, 
the message by way of meetings, d@ 
bates, leafiets, posters, letters to th® 
Press, questions to M.P.s, a er 
Peace Demonstration in Trafalgat 
Square on Sunday, April 3. My)! 

Put the dates down in your diarte® 

Glasgow are calling their meeting in 4 
St. Andrew's Halls on Sunday, Dec. 19: | 
Peace Demonstration. The speakers will vi 


Rhys Davies, M.P., Stuart Morris and mys?! 
Councillor David Gibson will be in the chat 
Please note that the Bristol meeting my 
tioned last week is on Mar. 5, not Mar. 
The speakers will be Kathleen Lonsdale 9% 
Rhys Davies, M.P., with Laurence Housm?, 
in the Chair. eT pl Ee 
Vera Brittain and Laurence Housman wl 
be among the Speakers at the Central He, 
meeting on Jan. 2. Further names will b 

announced next week. 
SYBIL MORRISON. 
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